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DOUBLETREE HOTEL
Columbus, OH

MEMBERSHIPS
Toddlers  in  tow  are  free.  Please  Note:  “in  tow” 
means the child must be with a responsible adult at 
ALL TIMES. 
Our  Dealers’ Room  is  sold out.  To be wait-listed, 
please call Sally Kobee at 614-442-1010.
You may register online at our website and pay via 
credit card or Paypal up until 05-Oct-18, or you can 
fill  out the form below and mail  it  in via regular 
postal mail.  Mailed forms must be RECEIVED  by 
05-Oct-18.

I would like:
Adult memberships at $50
Young Adult memberships at $25
Child memberships at $10
Pegasus Awards Banquet Tickets at $40
Total $ enclosed

Name

Address

City, St, Zip

Phone

Name as you want it to appear on your badge:

For more than one membership, list all names, 
badge names, and addresses on a separate sheet.

Mail to: OVFF
1720 Bendelow Dr.
Columbus, OH 43228

Before  
05-Oct-18 At The Door

Adult $50 $60
Young Adult

(13-24) $25 $45

Child
(12 & under) $10 $30

Banquet $40 $45
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Turn On, Tune In,  
And SING Out at

Ohio Valley 
Filk Fest 34  

Oct 10-21, 2018



Nominees for the 2018 Pegasus Awards
For Excellence in Filking

BEST FILK SONG 
Fight Like A Girl 

by Erin & Rand Bellavia
Goodnight, Sarah-Jane  

by Talis Kimberley
Han Solo for President  

by Eric Distad
I Am I  by Eva Van Daele-Hunt
Pageant Legend 

by Katy Dröge-
Macdonald /Ju Honisch

BEST CLASSIC FILK SONG 
Arden  

by Zander Nyrond /  
Chris O'Shea

Creature of the Wood  
by Heather Alexander / 
Philip Obermarck

Legolas  
by Dr. Mary Crowell

Mommy, Can I Have A Space-
ship?  by Joey Shoji

Siren Song 
by Michelle Dockrey /  
Tony Fabris

BEST PERFORMER 
Faithful Sidekicks
Sunnie Larsen
Random Fractions
Stone Dragons
Twotonic

BEST WRITER/COMPOSER
Lauren Cox
Leslie Hudson
Kari Maaren
Cathy McManamon
Eva Van Daele-Hunt

BEST ROADTRIP SONG
The Alien Jellyfish Song 

by Chris Conway
Cliffs of Insanity  

by Erin & Rand Bellavia
Fellowship Going South 

by Leslie Fish 
Oregon Trail 

by Tim Griffin
Road to Santiago  

by Heather Dale

BEST SONG ABOUT  
COMMUNITY

Gone Filkin' 
by Tom Jeffers

Home to FilKONtario  
by Debbie Ridpath Ohi

Many Hearts, One Voice  
by Steve Macdonald

Three Days Away  
by Mike Whitaker

Welcome Home  
by Mark Bernstein

THE PEGASUS AWARDS 
The Pegasus  Awards  were  created  to 
promote excellence in filking, to recog-
nize  emerging and established talent, 
and  to  encourage  growth  within  our 
community. 

You may vote online at our website or 
in person at the OVFF convention. The 
link to our online voting site is:

http://www.ovff.org/pegasus/
2018finalballot.html

Pre-convention  voting  is  open  until 
12:01  midnight  Pacific  Time on Mon-
day, October 15, 2018. This means that 
your last full day to vote if you are not 
attending OVFF is Sunday, October 14, 
2018.  For  those  who  are  attending 
OVFF and wish to submit their ballot 
there,  balloting  will  re-open  on  the 
evening of Friday, October 19 immedi-
ately after the Pegasus Nominees Con-
cert.

You may only submit one Final Ballot. 
Should you submit more than one Bal-
lot  online,  only  the  most  recent  one 
will be counted.

You do not need to be a member of the 
convention to vote. In fact, we strongly 
encourage you to distribute the link to 
this ballot as widely as possible within 
the filk community. 

Thank you for your participation!

More information about our Nominees, including lyrics & mp3 samples, is available on the 
website.  In  addition,  we  would  especially  like  to  thank  USB Studios,  Prometheus  Music, 
Harold Stein, FKO, and GaFilk as well as all the artists for their kind support and permission 
to use their copyrighted recordings,



Three days chock full of filk:  open filk 
circles of all flavors, concerts and one-
shots,  workshops,  the  Pegasus  Nomi-
nees  Concert,  theme filks,  TWO song-
writing contests, a rocking farewell jam 
session, and - did we mention? - even 
more open filking! Come early for the 
Frisky Puppy Filk Thursday night, the 
Friday  Afternoon  Delight  Filk,  and 
stay  up late,  really  late,  Sunday night 
for the Dead Dog Filk.

Saturday will showcase performances 
by Toastmaster Rob Wynne,, Interfilk 
Guest Julia West,  New Voices Guests 
Wreck the System, a Listener's Choice 
concert  curated by Honored Listener 
Harold  Stein,  and  GOHs  Cheshire 
Moon,  with  One-Shots  scattered 
through the afternoon. On Sunday we 
will  hear  the  Chamberfilk  Ensemble, 
Andrea  Dale,  Beth  Kinderman,  The 
Blibbering Humdingers, and then fin-
ish up with the Closing Jam.

THEME & OPEN FILKS 
Early birds, er, dogs, can while away 
the time waiting for the “official” start 
of  the  con at  the  Frisky Puppy Filk 
Thursday night at 8pm and at the Af-
ternoon Delight Filk Friday at 4pm. 

Later  Friday  night  after  the  Pegasus 
Awards Concert there will be a Sing-
Along  theme  filk  hosted  by  Kathy 
Mar,  and  an  Otherworldly  Songs 
theme filk hosted by Cheshire Moon.

If  you are  new to  performing,  come 
get your toes wet in Saturday’s Shal-
low  End  Filk  moderated  by  Mark 
Bernstein.  No  commitment  required; 
lifeguards  available;  guaranteed 
shark-free!

Saturday night will also see an Early 
Classics filk moderated by Julia West 
and a Poker Chip filk.

Music,  music,  music!   What  more  do  you 
need? Ok, so a little food and drink would 
be nice.  We give you that  too!  Sip our fa-
vorite brew & nibble treats at the Mad Hat-
ter’s Tea Party. (Hats ARE required. If you 
don’t  wear one of your own, we will  give 
you one guaranteed to embarrass you!) On 
Saturday,  come in  your  best  duds  to  dine 
and applaud for the year’s best  filk at  the 
Pegasus Awards Buffet Banquet. Wrapping 
up the  con on Sunday,  be  among the  few 
(OK,  the  not  so  few),  the  hardy,  the  half-
crazed & sleep-deprived who make up the 
Dead Dog Dinner Caravan.  And through-
out the weekend there is the cornucopia that 
is  our  fabulous  con  suite.  (Contributions 
welcomed.)  Friday night  there  will  be  our 
traditional Apple Tasting Party and on Sat-
urday an Oreo Tasting.(If your locale has a 
variety of either unique to your area, bring  
some for the rest of us to sample.)

Some sleep, you say? Well, you’re on your 
own there. Though we would suggest book-
ing  a  hotel  room  for  those  few  moments 
when you just might, possibly, want to grab 
a few zzzz’s.

CONCERTS 
Friday evening after  the Mad Hatter’s  Tea 
Party be prepared to get your socks blown 
off  at  our  famed Pegasus Nominees  Con-
cert. (One last chance to hear all the nomi-
nees  before  voting  closes  for  the  Pegasus 
Awards!) 
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Keys & Chords  -  So you’ve got  this 
song.  How  do  you  figure  out  the 
chords?  Gary  Hanak  will  show  you 
some tips and tricks for working out 
the chord structure.

Musical Improv - Sunnie Larsen will 
demonstrate how to improvise musi-
cally.   Bring your instrument.

Playing  Along  -  One  great  way  to 
learn  how  to  play  your  instrument 
better is to play along with CDs. This 
is not always as easy as it sounds. Eric 
Distad will  show you techniques for 
figuring out what’s going on in a song 
so that you can play along. Bring your 
instrument.

Schoolhouse Filk - Come learn about 
Tim  Griffin’s  Schoolhouse  Filk  pro-
gram, designed to get kids interested 
in science and the world around them, 
and how YOU can participate.

Chamberfilk  with  Phillip  Textor.  Phil  will 
gather together all the orchestral instrument 
players  he can find and meld them into a 
cohesive unit over the course of the week-
end. If you would like to be a part of this 
ensemble,  please  contact  Phil  before  the 
convention  at  textorpmt@yahoo.com.  Partici-
pants should plan to meet with Phil during 
the Mad Hatter's Tea Party, rehearse several 
times  during  the  weekend,  and  then  per-
form a short concert on Sunday afternoon.

How  to  Do  Sound  -  Mark  Peters  and 
Harold Stein will provide an introduction to 
setting up microphones and running sound 
at  filk  conventions.  Want  to  learn  how  to 
help out with sound? This workshop is for 
you. You’ll get to practice by  setting up the 
sound for the juried one-shots. 

Improving  Your  Voice  -  Jen  Midkiff  will 
teach you to use your voice better, and how 
to continue to  improve it  as  you work on 
your own at home.

Juried One Shots - Not sure how your per-
formance comes across, or want feedback on 
what you should work on when you prac-
tice? Come play a song, and our panel of ju-
rists (Cathy McManamon, Barry Childs-Hel-
ton, Sally Childs-Helton) will provide help-
ful,  positive  feedback  providing  guidance 
and insight. This will be a part of the How 
to do Sound Workshop.

WORKSHOPS & PANELS 
At press time, our menu of confirmed 
workshops  and  panels  this  year  in-
cludes:  

Advanced  Chords  -  Join  Cathy  Mc-
Manamon  to  explore  variations  of 
common (and not so common) chords, 
make  "impossible"  chords  accessible, 
and use chord variations to add depth 
to your sound.

Archiving Filk - Harold Stein has been 
archiving filk for decades. Come talk to 
Howard  about  his  archive  and  learn 
about the techniques he uses for docu-
menting filk history.

Arrangements  -  Mary Crowell and se-
lected  others  will  demonstrate  how  a 
band comes up with musical  arrange-
ments. Come watch and listen as Mary 
pauses to explain what is happening at 
each step of the arranging process.



Song Writing - Want to write songs but 
having  trouble?  Tim  Griffin  will  share 
some of his songwriting techniques, and 
give you a chance to try them during the 
workshop. Bring paper and writing im-
plement.

Upping your Game - Sometimes you hit 
a  plateau,  and your music just  doesn’t 
get any better. What can you do to im-
prove  your  ability  to  play  and  sing?  
Mary  Bertke  will  lead  a  conversation 
with some of her favorite musicians to 
discuss  what  they  find  crucial  for  im-
provement.

Yoga - Come work out the fatigue of a 
weekend of sitting up late nights with a 
session of gentle Sunday morning yoga 
with Mary Crowell.

Your First Show  -  You’ve been invited 
to do a concert or a one-shot. How do 
you  prepare  for  your  performance,  so 
that you do the best you possibly can at 
that time? Lizzie Crowe and Eric Cole-
man will give you ideas of what to work 
on  and  what  sorts  of  things  to  think 
about  in  the  weeks  before  you  get  on 
stage.

SONG WRITING CONTESTS 
They’re fun, challenging, and the results can 
be spectacular! Our first contest, held Satur-
day evening, is the traditional “write a song 
on a topic linked to the con theme” which 
this year is:

Psychedelic

Entries  should  be  new material  of  limited 
distribution  written  between  October  2017 
and October 2018 with original lyrics set to 
either original or pre-existing music. 

Our second contest is for all you Iron Filk-
ers  out there.  We challenge you to write a 
song at the con itself on a topic announced 
when the con opens.

In  both  contests,  the  songs  are  to  be  per-
formed before an audience and a panel  of 
judges but are judged on the writing quality, 
not the strength of the performance. If  the 
songwriter is not a performer, the entry may 
be  performed  by  a  friend.  A copy  of  the 
judging form is available on our website.

KIDS PROGRAMMING 
Kid Space - a playroom stocked with 
games,  toys,  crafts,  books  &  videos- 
will  be  available  throughout  the  con 
for  kids  to  hang out  in.  Please  note: 
Kid  Space  is  NOT  intended  to  be  a 
babysitting  service.  Activities  are 
geared  toward  children  ages  5-12; 
children under 5 must have a parent, 
guardian or sitter accompany them.

As usual, there will be a full schedule 
of Kids Programming. Plenty of craft 
activities,  a pool party each morning 
and  movies  with  munchies  in  the 
evenings.  There  will  be  a  free  Pizza 
Party just for the Kids Saturday oppo-
site the Pegasus Awards Banquet.



INTERFILK AUCTION 
Every year, Interfilk holds a silent auc-
tion at OVFF of items donated by peo-
ple within the filk community in sup-
port of Interfilk. Items that have had a 
lot of bidding activity, along with spe-
cial items withheld from the silent auc-
tion, are then offered for bid in a voice 
auction on Saturday evening.

It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  Interfilk 
voice  auction;  for  one,  where  do  you 
start? With the Interfilk Wenches? With 
the chocolate (and there's always choco-
late)? With the one-of-a-kind items of-
fered at this event, and this event only? 
With the running jokes? You should at-
tend, even if you're not intending to bid 
on  anything  (though  it  is  for  a  very 
good cause), as it is a unique and fun 
experience.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
Would  you  like  a  discount  on  your 
OVFF  membership?  Every  hour  of 
work will get you $5 off of your mem-
bership.  You can choose to have a  re-
fund check mailed to you after the con, 
or apply it immediately towards an ad-
vance registration for next year. We par-
ticularly need folks to help out in the 
Con  Suite  and  in  Kids  Programming, 
and to help pack up the con early Sun-
day evening. Anyone interested, should 
email us at  
     volunteers@ovff.org

HOTEL 

Our music jamboree will take place at:

DOUBLETREE HOTEL 
175 Hutchinson Ave,  

Columbus, OH 43235-1413  
toll-free phone: 800-870-0349  
Local phone:  614-885-3334 

The room rate is $111 per night for 1-4 people 
and includes 2 coupons for the hotel’s breakfast 
buffet per night. Parking is free. Check-in time is 
4 pm; check-out time is 11 am.

RESERVATIONS: You can make your room reserva-
tion  via  the  hotel's  toll-free  number 
(800-870-0349). When speaking with a live per-
son, we recommend that you spell out our name 
as "Ohio Valley Filk Fest"; don't abbreviate it as 
OVFF.  If  they  ask  for  our  “group  code”  it  is 
“OVF”.

If  you prefer to make your reservation online, 
please  use  the  link  on  the  Hotel  page  of  our 
website.

Please Note: The reservation program the 
hotel uses can be a bit "finicky". When us-
ing a group code to get a special rate if the 
program thinks our room block is sold out 
for just one of the nights or room type you 
requested, it rejects the whole reservation. 
Go ahead and make your reservation with-
out  using our  group code for  the  correct 
dates and room type you want. The hotel 
will  send  you  a  confirmation  email.  Just 
forward the email to us at: hotel at ovff dot 
org; and we will fix it so you get the con 
rate.

AIRPORT SHUTTLE: 
The Doubletree operates a shuttle that runs 
7am -10pm on a first come, first served ba-
sis.  We recommend calling the front desk 
either  the  day  before  or  just  before  your 
flight takes off to schedule a pickup.

Driving Directions:  The Doubletree Hotel is 
located on the north side of Columbus in 
the  suburb  of  Worthington,  just  north  of 
the intersection of I-270 outerbelt and Rt-23 
(High  St.).  From I-270,  take  exit  #23  (US 
Rte 23)  heading north towards Delaware. 
At the first traffic light, turn right onto East 
Campus View Blvd. Turn right at the next 
light  onto  High  Cross  Blvd.  High  Cross 
dead ends in the Doubletree parking lot.

Our  room  block  expires  Sept  26-2018,  so 
please make your reservation before then if 
at all possible. 

mailto:volunteers@ovff.org
mailto:volunteers@ovff.org


What can I say about Rob Wynne? Where 
do I start? Where do we separate fact from 
fiction?  Do  we  talk  about  gun-running 
days  in  the  Congo  alongside  a  younger 
Dick Cheney? Do we speak of a tragic love 
affair with a Hong Kong opium den host-
ess  and a  daring escape  from months  of 
Triad sex slavery?  Dare  we bring up the 
rumors of the Raunchy Rob’s Georgia Big 
Lovin’  Shack  drug  bust  which  involved 
three  different  ex-Presidents,  two  prosti-
tutes,  a  camel,  a  tube  of  wasabi  and  a 
ukulele?

Maybe not.  After  all,  the  Freedom of  In-
formation  Act  only  takes  us  so  far,  and 
there  are  things  that  even filkers  are  not 
meant to know.

Especially when a ukelele is involved.

(shamelessly  stolen  from  Terence  Chua's 
bio of Rob, from Rob's website at  
 www.autographedcat.com)

SCOOTERS FOR THE  
MOBILITY IMPAIRED

If you need a scooter for the con, please 
send  an  email  to    ovff@ovff.org,    or 
phone  Kathy  Hamilton  at  (614) 
451-3154 as soon as possible to request 
one.  We  cannot  guarantee  a  scooter 
(there  are  a  limited  number  available 
for rental in Columbus), but we will try 
our very best to find you one. 

The  rental  fee  is  about  $150  for  the 
weekend plus a delivery fee that is di-
vided among all those who get a scoot-
er.

OUR CONTACT INFORMATION 
Mail to: OVFF

1720 Bendelow Dr.
Columbus, OH 43228

Phone: 614-451-3154
Email: OVFF@ovff.org
Website: http://www.ovff.org

For All Fen With A 
Song In Their Hearts

Beneath the hollow of an ancient oak sits a 
pair of mischief makers. Lizzie Crowe and 
Eric  Coleman  of  Cheshire  Moon  welcome 
you into the delicate mayhem. Fanciful and 
riddled with mystery, old stories are made 
new, new stories are brought to light,  and 
old myths are given new faces in guitar and 
violin and voice. 

GUESTS OF HONOR 
Cheshire Moon

TOASTMASTERS 
Rob WynneOUR GUESTS



He has been part of the sound team at 
OVFF since 2008 and regularly volun-
teers  to  assist  with  filk  sound  at  the 
conventions he attends.

Julia H. West has been filking since the 
mid 1970s. For years she was Filk Mom 
for  the  local  Utah  SF  convention, 
CONduit, recruiting others to share her 
obsession with filk.

Julia collects filk lyrics, and for a long 
time carried a suitcase full of filk books 
to  cons;  now  those  lyrics  (and  many 
newly  added  songs)  are  digitized--a 
laptop is easier to lug than eight thick 
binders.

When she's not filking, Julia writes fan-
tasy  and  science  fiction  and  collects 
penguins (not live ones--her cat  over-
lords wouldn't permit that). Her web-
site is at juliahwest.com

Wreck The System is a group consisting of 
four members: LadyJ, Osiris Green, Cam3, 
and Twill  Distilled.  They are  a  Nerdcore 
Hip-Hop band but blend other genres like 
rock, EDM, dirty pop, dubstep, chiptune, 
and pretty much anything they want into 
their music. Wreck The System is not only 
known  for  their  energetic  and  amazing 
stage  shows,  but  their  fans  also  identify 
with their overall message which is to "BE 
WHO YOU ARE WITHOUT FEAR."

INTERFILK GUEST 
JULIA WEST

NEW VOICES GUESTS 
WRECK THE SYSTEM

Harold  Stein  is  a  computer  tech  for  a 
non-profit company in NYC by day, filk 
archivist and publisher by night. He has 
created 23 filk albums over the years (#24 
is due out in June).

He  usually  is  seen  around  various  filk 
conventions  assisting  with  the  sound 
team. He also is usually running around 
late  at  night  with digital  recorders  cap-
turing  most  of  the  convention  for 
archival and historic purposes.

Harold is also known for donating to In-
terfilk  at  various  conventions  one  off 
copies of the live concerts that have been 
heard earlier in the same convention (as 
time allows). In all cases, Harold ensures 
that permission is granted from the per-
formers  before  recordings  are  made 
available.

HONORED LISTENER 
Harold Stein


